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The Fiihrer has asked General Keitel, chief of the General Staff,
and General von Brauchitsch, C.-in-C. of the Army, whether in their
opinion, under existing conditions, an armed conflict would turn in
favour of Germany. Both replied that much depended on whethei
Russia remained neutral or not. In the first case General Keitel replied
"Yes," and General von Brauchitsch (whose opinion has greater value)
replied "Probably." Both declared that, if Germany had to fight
against Russia, she would not have much chance of winning. Both
generals attached considerable importance to the intervention of
Turkey, their opinion being that Turkey was likely to act in favour
of the Western Powers only if Russia herself joined in.

The prevalent opinion at the Wilhelmstrasse is that, if Poland
does not yield, Heir Hitler's decision will depend upon the signature
of the Anglo-Russian pact. It is believed that he will risk war
if he does not have to fight Russia, but that if, on the contrary, he
knows that he will have to fight Russia as well, he will give way
rather than expose his country, his party and himself to ruin and
defeat.

Should the Anglo-Russia negotiations be protracted, the possi-
bility of a lightning seizure of Danzig within the next few weeks is
not excluded.

(3) They are convinced at the Wilhelmstrasse that in the mind of
the Fiihrer, Danzig is a means, but not an end. They stress the fact
that, in his speech of April 28, Herr Hitler mentioned Alsace with a
certain reticence/'

The above statements fit in as a whole with the information that
I have already sent to Your Excellency. They underline at the same
time the primary importance that is attached here to the Anglo-Russian
talks and the extreme urgency of their being brought to a speedy
conclusion. They indicate the middle of August as the culminating
point of the crisis, but they also make clear the very great danger
of the period which will elapse before the present negotiations have
been concluded.

My British colleague, who considers as I do, that this information
is very serious, informs me that he has communicated it to London
urging that the conclusion of an Anglo-Franco-Russian pact should
be pushed forward as quickly as possible. I told him that for our
part we would leave no stone unturned to bring about this result with
the least possible delay.

COULONDRE.
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to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Warsaw, June 1, 1939.

THE two notes which were handed by the Senate of Danzig on
*une 3 to the Polish Commissioner-General and, according to the
7orposten, constituted "Danzig's last word" on the Kalthof shooting,